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New Testament Christians Must be Old Testament Christians, part 2

Last week we began considering the importance of the Old Testament for Christians. The first two reasons were 1)
The Old Testament is a source of theology, not just children’s stories, and 2) the Old Testament is the Scripture of
Jesus and the Apostles. This week, | would like to offer two more reasons for the continuing importance of the Old
Testament.

3. The New Testament is the Fulfillment of the Old Testament

The New Testament presents itself as the fulfillment of the Old Testament. John the Baptist introduces Jesus as “the
Lamb of God” (John 1:29), referencing the Old Testament. Jesus, the personal fulfillment of the Old Testament,
describes Himself and His mission in Old Testament terms. He opens and closes His pre-resurrection ministry
quoting the Old Testament (Luke 4:14-30; Matthew 27:45-50). After His resurrection, Jesus teaches the disciples
from the Old Testament and reminds them that they are witnesses to the fulfillment of the Old Testament (Luke
24:44-49). If we want to understand how the New fulfills the Old, we need to know what the Old Testament says.

4. The Old Testament Makes Up the Majority of Our Bibles

Finally, we ought to give attention to the Old Testament for the simple fact that it makes up about 75% of Scripture.
If we neglect 75% of someone’s speech, much of the other 25% they say will not make sense, simply because we
have not paid close enough attention to understand the context. That would be like reading the last book or
watching the last movie of a series with no knowledge of the previous books or movies. There’s going to be a lot
that we miss, simply because we don’t know what came before.

Not only that, but if we neglect 75% of someone’s words, we will have a diminished relationship with them. Try
listening to only 25% of your spouse’s words and see how that works out! Or, consider the time that your spouse
only listened to 25% of your words — rather frustrating isn’t it? The Bible, Old and New Testaments, is God’s word
and if we want to build a strong relationship with God, we need to pay attention to all of His words. Only then can
we take into account the “whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).

Conclusion: The Old Testament is the Word of God

The Old Testament is a rich field of theology. Jesus held the Old Testament in the highest regard, pointing to it as a
source of authority and as the foundation for His own person and mission. Jesus and the writers of the New
Testament were immersed in the Old Testament; it was the formative literature in their lives. While we do not have
the exact same relationship with the Old Testament as Jews did before Jesus, it continues to be the word of God.

When we listen to God’s word in both the Old and New Testaments, we fulfill Jesus’s statement that “every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old” (Matthew 13:52). May we be such faithful scribes, neglecting neither the Old or New
Testaments as we grow in our relationship with God.

Have a topic or question you would like addressed here? Please, contact Blake.
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Need a song book for home? We have
extras on the table in the office foyer.
Feel free to take 1 or 2 or 3.

Tk (@ /Thank you to everyone for the
:%m{ //0 a prayers, thoughts, food and cards

during our time of sorrow. It meant so much to me and
my family to know we have friends that care so much.

The Spears Family,
Sis Spears

Sunday Adult
Bible Class

Please be planning! We will
have a POTLUCK LUNCHEON
on March 22, 2026, after
morning worship.

(\’)9 We want to express our
love and sympathy to Eric

In /
and Karen Lowe and the
Jy m'IM i friends of

family and
Karen’s son, Johnny Toon. Johnny passed
away Sunday, March 8, 2026. Funeral
arrangements are pending. Please keep
this family in your prayers.
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Carl Barrow is recovering from surgery...Paul
James is recovering from knee surgery...Mary
Miller will have a procedure on her eye
tomorrow...Audrey Ware is having outpatient
treatment after a severe burn to her hand...Karen
Clary’s sister, Gena, has a follow-up appt., in two
weeks...Ginia Long, former member, is improving
PLEASE REMEMBER:

John Blaha, Len Boling, Dorothy Booth, Shirley Brown,
Charles Cox, Deena Damron, Tomitria Dixon, Robert
Gautney, Jeanie Granger, Mona Higgins, Erin West
Janik, David Johnson, Dorothy King, Marie Leblanc,
JoAnne Maywald, Charm Moser, Wayne Satchell, John
Shaw, Paul Stallberg, Charles and Elizabeth Street,
Maggie Walker, John Ward




