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A.M. Worship
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We will NOT have Bible class at our building Wednesday,
August 19. However, the class will be via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for a study in the book of Luke.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89263851280?
pwd=U2o5SWhXRXlmL29jWWE0Q21rMDNSQT09
Meeting ID: 892 6385 1280
Passcode: 314687

You CAN make an
Impact!

Can count: 221
Our focus again this year, for the Impact church of Christ, will be our
traditional donations of canned meat, but any non-perishable foods
will be appreciated. We will collect groceries through October 18.
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

10:30 A.M.
7:00 P.M.

From the Preacher’s Desk
Atheism in America
By David Olmos
In a recent poll, it was discovered that in America the top
two divisions among religions today is Christianity and
Atheism. Even though the margins between the two are
so vast we are currently seeing a rise in people who don’t
believe in God and a decline in those who do. One Daily
Mail Reporter recently wrote, in an article, “People with
no religious affiliation now make up the third-largest
global group in a new study of the world’s faiths – coming
after Christians and Muslims but just before Hindus.”
What about America specifically? Over the past ten
years, there has only been a 5% increase in Christianity
and an overwhelming 95% increase in those who do not
believe in God. If this trend continues it’s only a matter
of time before the tides are turned and Christianity
becomes the minority in America. How is it that this has
become a problem today? What has caused people to
deny God and turn toward the world for their answers
about the life?
I recently came across a video on YouTube titled 15
Things Christians Say to Atheists (And Shouldn’t) by
“Friendly Atheist” and creator Hemant Mehta. After
debating on whether I should even watch it, my curiosity
got the best of me. As I watched I decided to dedicate
some time in our bulletin to address one of his concerns
and reactions toward Christians and Christianity as a
whole.
One of the first comments that really affected me was
when Hemant Mehta said, “Apparently if I don’t believe
in God I have this deep hatred and I wake up every
morning and curse the sky. Atheists don’t hate God, we
don’t believe in God.” It immediately made me question,
if an atheist’s lack of belief is not out of hate, then where
does it stem from? Another atheist provided me the
answer and she said, “I looked around at Christianity, I
looked around at all the other things and thought
personally atheism seemed the most logical.” In my
recent studies, I’ve come to recognize that this idea is
constant through many atheistic circles. Is Atheism really
the most logical answer to life?
Romans 1:19-20 says, “For what can be known about God
is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made.

So they are without excuse.” Even though God has
shown us his existence there are still many who struggle
and ultimately deny the truth. Let's begin by looking at
the logic. What is logic? It is defined as “reasoning
conducted or assessed according to strict principles of
validity”. My question to Hemant Mehta, the producer
of the video, or to any atheist for that matter, is how do
you account for the laws of logic within your
atheism?
Matt Slick, Founder of the Christian
Apologetics and Research Ministry, said, “Isn’t logic a
process of the mind? Yes. If logic is conceptual (a
process of the mind) and certainly appear to be
universally true, then what are the conditions that must
be in place in order for the laws of logic to be universally
true so that you can cite them and use them? How do
the truth statements that we call the “laws of logic”
obtain their universal nature? How do you know that
the laws of logic are true? Do you just assume they are
true?” In a nutshell, if most atheists claim their belief is
based on it being more logical, what are they basing that
logic upon? Where did they get that logic in the first
place? Everything that was brought into existence had
to have been caused to exist. Your two options are God
or not God. If not God then what? The universe? If
that’s the case then “atheists cannot legitimately claim
to have meaning in life or free will since the physical
brain is nothing more than a series of chemical reactions
that must always have necessary outcomes based on the
physical laws of the universe” (Slick). The very fact that
we have many different beliefs, thoughts, ideas, feelings,
and emotions, is proof that logic had to come from a
source that offered free will in its design. Joshua 24:15
says, “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord,
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
People have the ability to choose. God would rather
they choose the truth, but He gives them the will to
make that choice for themselves. However, if we are
going to be logical about it, it seems like God is the only
option. If you consider the proofs in the Bible with the
proofs in life, then it's only logical that we must have
come from a loving creator and nothing else. Otherwise
our thoughts, feelings, and emotions would only be a
product of the universe and would not be ours to make
and feel. That’s obviously not the way the world works
today, which means there must be a God.

FROM MICHAEL

experience as opposed to lecturing or teaching will be
great for those of us who don’t feel as engaged by
those styles of class. Please be prayerfully thinking
about this, I desperately want it to be a positive
experience for us all.

We will not be having our Reading Through the
Scriptures study this week, due to Michael having to
pick. We will pick it back up with the book of Obadiah
on next Thursday, August 27.
We have been given an amazing opportunity because
of all that is happening in our world—because of
COVID-19 shaking things up, many people around us
are searching for meaning, purpose, and human
connection than ever before. This is a blessing, being
able to visibly see those “fields that are white for
harvest” (John 4:27), and we as the Lord’s church must
be doing everything we can to not squander this
amazing opportunity set before us. With that in mind,
David and myself will begin a five week class
throughout the month of February on what effective
evangelism looks like. It is going to be an evening class
where food will be provided, and we hope for it to
become a class we could repeat twice yearly, so those
who do not have the opportunity to join might be able
be a part of it at a later date. You might be thinking
“February is still a ways off,” and it is, but we are not
going to wait until then to strike while the iron is hot.
In looking forward to this class next year, I wanted to
begin meeting now, once monthly (for the next five
months leading up to February), and have what I
would describe as “training in the dojo.” Unlike the
February class which will delve into God’s Word while
equipping us with practical tools that each and
everyone of us can use, this is instead meant to work
with what we’ve already got—polish up the tools we
already have at our disposal by running through some
roleplay scenarios and exercises that help get us
comfortable with the idea of speaking to others about
Jesus. Please understand that this is not a prerequisite
to the class David and I will be presenting together,
nor is it meant to replace it. Instead, the purpose is to
grow ourselves in the here and now so that we can
continue to grow in our effectiveness. The first of
these “dojo” style interactive classes will be on Friday,
September 18. I truly think that this different style of

Gayla Anderson is scheduled for thyroid cancer
surgery August 31 at M.D. Anderson
Hospital...Bobbie Krejci continues to have health
concerns...Robert Mares, father of Christina
Henry,
continues
to
have
health
concerns...Lorena Folks, grandmother of John
Trammel, has been hospitalized due to health
complications...Dorothy King, mother of Jeff King,
is awaiting test results and is scheduled for more
tests...Lily Reyna, great niece of Pam Hillman, is
now under hospice care...Toby Tate, brother of
Peggy Hendrick, has been moved to a rehab
facility in San Angelo following a stroke...Continue
to pray for our members who are in nursing
facilities.

