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What is Repentance of an Unscriptural Remarriage? #2, The Silence of Scripture

Scripture never gives instruction for a remarried couple to divorce in order to repent. Nor is there any example of a
divorce to correct an inappropriate remarriage. Don’t let the significance of such silence pass you by. Divorce and
remarriage were very common in Jewish and Roman culture in Jesus’s day. It is practically certain that there were
Christians who had been divorced and remarried in the New Testament Church, and yet nowhere is there
instruction for them to divorce or an example of such a divorce. The Bible gives instructions for all kinds of proper
and improper relationships: Christian marriages, mixed Christian/non-Christian marriages, adulterous relationships
(even extreme ones, see 1 Corinthians 5), homosexuality, etc. And yet, not a word on the need for a couple
remarried after an improper divorce to get divorced themselves.

This is all the more remarkable when you take into account that Deuteronomy 24:1-4 would have provided the
basic understanding of divorce / remarriage regulation for Jewish Christians. Accordingly, they would have assumed
that it was forbidden for a remarried couple to get divorced and return to their first spouses. If there was indeed
such a fundamental change of protocol, Jesus and His disciples would have needed to provide very explicit
instruction indicating the change, which they do not.

Some will object (on the basis of Matthew 19:9) that Jesus defines an improper remarriage as a perpetually
adulterous relationship, so we don’t need further explicit instruction; a couple must cease living in sin. That passage
will be addressed next week, Lord willing, but for now, | will say this: there is nothing in the text demanding a
“perpetual adultery” view. Any requirement for a remarried couple to divorce does not stand on a biblical
command or example, but arises from a person’s inference, and an unnecessary one at that.

Foy E. Wallace, Jr. bases much of his conclusion on this subject on the silence of Scripture as well. He is worth
quoting at length:

“This law of divorce declares that remarriage by either party after unjustifiable divorce

establishes a state of adultery for the one who does so. But Christ omitted legislating a disciplinary
procedure, indicating that such a legalized relation becomes a principle of moral conduct between the
parties involved and God, and is left to his own judicial decision, not ours. With no course of action
legislated, revealed or prescribed, we cannot make one without human legislation. The course of some
preachers in demanding separations and the breaking up of family relations, and the refusal to even
baptize certain ones whose marriage status does not measure up to his standard of approval, is a
presumptuous procedure. It reveals the tendency to displace God as the Judge of us all, and a preacher
ascends to the bench. More than teaching the moral principles involved, the preacher has no course of
action revealed, and to establish one would result in human legislation, more far reaching in evil
consequences than the moral effects of divorcement limited to the persons involved. There are some
things that are not subject to the law of restitution, things done in certain circumstances which cannot in
later circumstances be undone, which remain as matters between God and the individual, and therefore
reserved for the judgment. It is certain, however, that if the Lord Jesus Christ had intended a course of
action in these cases, he would not have left it for preachers to prescribe, but would have himself
legislated it.” (The Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State, 40-41)
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Eva Gentry will have surgery 5/11..William
Stidman will have aortic valve replacement and
aortic aneurysm surgery tomorrow,
4/29...Shelley Wilhem, Annette Griffith’s uncle,
has been diagnosed with eye and bladder cancer.
He is scheduled for surgery 5/1.

PLEASE REMEMBER:
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